
What is Dutch Elm Disease? 
 
Dutch Elm Disease is a fungus (Ophiostoma novo-ulmi) which 
affects the tree’s vascular system creating a gummy substance 
called tyloses.  This gummy substance cuts off the sap flow within 
the tree and the tree dies due to lack of hydration. 
 
How is Dutch Elm Disease Spread? 
 
Dutch elm disease is transmitted by a small beetle called the 
Hylurgopinus rufipes. This beetle is a brownish-red colour and its 
size ranges from 2.3mm to 2.9mm 
 
The first wave of Dutch Elm Disease arrived in Europe in the 
1920's and a second and more virulent strain arrived in the 
1960s. 
 
How was Dutch Elm Disease introduced to 
Britain? 
 
The catastrophic outbreak in the 1960’s resulted from the 
import of unbarked and infected elm logs imported from Canada. 
 
How many trees have been lost to Dutch Elm 
Disease in Britain? 
 
It is estimated that more than 25 million adult trees have been 
lost to Dutch Elm Disease.  Sadly, it is thought that the number 
of mature elms that exist in Britain are less than 10,000. 
 
ELM ENTHUSIAST RESOURCE 
 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-resources/dutch-elm-disease-ophiostoma-novo-ulmi/
https://uk.inaturalist.org/taxa/53544-Hylurgopinus-rufipes
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-resources/dutch-elm-disease-ophiostoma-novo-ulmi/dutch-elm-disease-history-of-the-disease/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-50519036
https://resistantelms.co.uk/

